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A Word from the Author

“Secrets of Positional Sacrifice” is the second book, created within the premises of the Nestor-
ović family chess workshop. I would like to mention that the whole family contributed to this 
book. We are also extremely thankful to our friends, who, thanks to their previous experience, 
have introduced us to the process of creating chess books, with their invaluable advice and 
ideas.  

Considering the abundance of material regarding this topic that was gathered, we decided 
to make this book only the first, lower level of the “Positional sacrifice” edition. My father and 
I worked hard to make sure that the new book will be as interesting as the first one, but also 
more adapted to the wider audience. 

Although the book mostly covers the more recent games, we could not help but include the 
beautiful creations of “old masters”, that we consider classical today. When it comes to di-
viding the book into chapters, there were multiple, interesting possibilities, but we opted for 
sectioning it based on a subject of sacrifice. Hence, there are five chapters within the book: 
positional pawn sacrifice, exchange sacrifice, piece sacrifice, queen sacrifice and finally, the 
unavoidable section dedicated to the classics. 

There are a lot of interesting ideas presented in the book, applied by world class players, as 
well as by the less known ones. We kept the analysis of their games simple and easy to follow, 
and we made sure to include plenty of diagrams and explanations within the text.

Also, the addition to the book are exercises, given at the end of each chapter, which are meant 
to test the reader’s newly acquired knowledge. Exercises are mainly based on the correct 
assessment of asymmetric positions, and of course on accurate calculation.

We hope you will enjoy the book, at least as much as my father and I enjoyed writing it, and we 
have no doubt that our book will improve your chess knowledge and the feeling for positional 
sacrifice.

GM Nikola Nestorović
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The positional pawn 
sacrifice



Every single encounter between the reign-
ing World Champion Magnus Carlsen and 
one of the most serious contenders for the 
world throne, the naturalised American GM 
Wesley So, is eagerly anticipated by chess 
fans worldwide. Carlsen and So certainly 
didn't disappoint the audience when facing 
off against each other at the 2015 Sinque-
field Cup in Saint Louis, USA, new Mecca of 
the chess world. The opening choice indicates 
that we are to witness a highly interesting 
duel. Both players have a lot of experience in 
the Najdorf Sicilian, having played this sharp 
line on numerous occasions with both col-
ours.

1. e4 c5 2. ¤f3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. ¤xd4 ¤f6 
5. ¤c3 a6 6. ¥e3 e5 7. ¤b3 ¥e6 8. f3

After a couple of well-known introductory 
moves, one of the most frequently seen po-
sitions in this line of the Sicilian Defence has 
been reached. Very complex positions, full of 
dynamics, with both sides' chances, almost 
without exception emerge during the course 
of the game.

8... ¤bd7 9. £d2 b5 10. 0–0–0 ¥e7 11. g4! 

This thematic advance of the g-pawn is ex-
tremely important. White seizes initiative on 
the kingside and simultaneously prevents the 
characteristic Sicilian d6-d5 blow in the cen-
tre.

11... b4 

A major crossroad for the Najdorf Sicilian 
fans in this particular line. The other, equally 
playable possibility is 11... ¤b6, making room 
on the d7-square for the retreat of the other 
knight, in case of g4-g5.

11... ¤b6 12. g5 ¤fd7 

13. ¤a5!¢ An extremely important mo-
tif which will be more thoroughly discussed 
during the later course of the game. The most 
forcing line starts with 11... 0–0 12. g5 b4 13. 
¤e2 ¤e8 14. f4 a5 15. f5 a4 

16. ¤bd4! An important tactical motif which 
prevents Black from capturing the white 
knight with the a-pawn, hence severely 
compromising the white king's position. 16... 
exd4 17. ¤xd4 b3 18. ¢b1 bxc2+ 19. ¤xc2 
Eventually, Black will be forced to give up his 
light-squared bishop and 19... ¥b3!Õ is the 
best way to do so! The arising position is ex-
tremely complex and offers countless possi-
bilities for both sides.

MAGNUS CARLSEN 2853 – WESLEY SO 2779 [B 90]
Saint Louis 2015

r+-wqk+-tr
+-+nvlpzpp
p+-zplsn-+
+p+-zp-+-
-+-+P+P+
+NsN-vLP+-
PzPPwQ-+-zP
+-mKR+L+R

r+-wqntrk+
+-+nvlpzpp
-+-zpl+-+
+-+-zpPzP-
pzp-+P+-+
+N+-vL-+-
PzPPwQN+-zP
+-mKR+L+R

r+-wqk+-tr
+-+nvlpzpp
psn-zpl+-+
+p+-zp-zP-
-+-+P+-+
+NsN-vLP+-
PzPPwQ-+-zP
+-mKR+L+R
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12. ¤d5 ¥xd5 13. exd5 ¤b6 

14. ¤a5!! With this subtle knight manoeuvre 
Carlsen proposes a purely positional sacrifice 
of his central d5-pawn! His main idea is to 
gain control over the complex of light squares 
which should be more than sufficient com-
pensation for the sacrificed material. In case 
of declining the sacrifice, Black must be pre-
pared for long suffering due to the mighty 
white knight fortified in the heart of his po-
sition.

Interesting, but very seldom played continu-
ation is 14. £xb4!? Morozevich tried to find 
some fresh ideas here, aiming to seize the 
initiative. However, if Black reacts correctly, 
an unclear position emerges. 14... ¤fxd5 15. 
¥xb6 ¤xb6 16. f4!Õ Alexander Morozevich 
2774 - Leinier Domínguez Pérez 2695, Sara-
jevo 2008.

14... ¤bxd5! The most principled reaction. 
There is no better alternative. 15. ¤c4 ¤xe3 
16. ¤xe3 0–0 17. ¥c4 White consistently 
executes his plan by playing logical develop-
ing moves and gradually gains control over 
light squares in the centre, which guaran-
tees him full compensation for the sacrificed 
pawn, but no more than that! 

17... ¤d7 18. h4 With this typical pawn ad-
vance White demonstrates his ambitions 
against the black king and restricts the mo-
bility of the black bishop. 

18... a5 19. g5 ¦c8 20. ¥d5 Additionally, 
White secures the d5 stronghold and in-
creases pressure on light squares.

20... ¤b6 21. ¢b1 £c7 

22. ¦hf1! White clearly demonstrates his 
intention to open the f-file, consequently 
increasing pressure on the most vulnerable 
spot, the f7-pawn.

22... ¤xd5?! A doubtful decision! By giving 
up his knight for the white bishop Black defi-
nitely surrenders the control over the d5-
square and allows White to reach a standard 
position where his knight will be dominant 
compared to Black's dark-squared bishop.

22... £c5! 

The correct continuation. Black improves 
the position of his queen and awaits for the 
opponent's reaction. 23. f4 exf4! Eliminates 
possibility of further advance of the f-pawn 
and creates counter-chances on the e-file. 
(Also playable was 23... ¢h8 24. f5 f6 25. g6! 
but Black's position doesn't look very prom-
ising due to numerous weaknesses on light 
squares and the a2-g8 diagonal. White has a 
strong initiative which guarantees him more 
than just a compensation for the sacrificed 
pawn.) 24. ¦xf4 ¤xd5! This exchange oper-
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1. A. GRISCHUK – V. IVANCHUK
Monte Carlo 2011

-+-+-+r+
+-+-wql+-
-zp-+-+rmk
zpPzpPzp-+p
P+-+PzpPzp
+-+-+P+L
-+-+Q+R+
+-+-+K+R

2. D. DVIRNYY – R. MAINKA
Germany 2016

EXAMPLES

1... ?                                       »+

r+l+-trk+
zppwq-+pzpp
-+-vlp+-+
+-+-vL-+-
-+P+-+-+
+-zP-+-zP-
P+-+QzPLzP
tR-+-+RmK-

1. ?                                        +»

3. S. CHARMETEAU – T. RADJABOV
Skopje 2015
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+l+-vlpzpp
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+pzp-+-+-
-+-+PzP-+
+PzP-+N+-
PvL-+QsNPzP
tR-+-+RmK-

4. A. INĐIĆ – MIO. PERUNOVIĆ
Kragujevac 2016

1... ?                                       »+

-+-+-trk+
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+-tR-+-+R

1. ?                                        +»

5. A. STRIKOVIĆ – V. KORCHNOI
Val Maubuée 1990
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6. M. RICHTER – CH. LUTZ
Germany 2006

1. ?                                         +»
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Andrey Espenko, one of the most promis-
ing young players, received invitation to take 
part in the most prestigious chess event, 
Tata Steel Masters at Wijk aan Zee. This huge 
honour needed to be justified. As the tour-
nament progressed, Esipenko's anxiety dis-
appeared, a series of victories began, and 
consequently his self-confidence skyrocket-
ed. His well-deserved victory over the reign-
ing World Champion was cherry on top. At 
that point, a slight chance of Esipenko even 
winning the tournament as a sole winner ap-
peared! Eventually, he ended up right behind 
tournament winners, which brought him a 
breakthrough over the borderline of 2700 
ELO points. It has become obvious that not 
only Russia, but also the whole world got a 
new rising chess star, capable of accomplish-
ing brilliant results!

1. e4 c5 2. ¤f3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 When White 
wants to avoid discussion in the main lines of 
the Sicilian Defence, he usually reaches for 
a variant in which there are not too many 
forced events. One of the most interest-
ing such variants is the one following the 4. 
£xd4!? move. 

Black, of course, gets an opportunity to speed 
up development of his minor pieces, by at-
tacking the white queen. On the other side, 
White can either strive for strategic schemes, 
or enter the position strongly reminiscent of 

the main Sicilian lines. Of course, both sides 
have enough resources to reach a satisfying 
position. 4... ¤c6 The most common and 
definitely the most logical move. Black wants 
to win a tempo and to obtain the immediate 
feedback about the type of position White 
has decided to play here. 

4... a6!? Preventing ¥b5, in order to be able 
to attack the white queen with tempo. 5. c4 
Using the opportunity to seize the space in 
the centre. 5... ¤c6 6. £d2 The most com-
mon place for white queen. It is obvious 
that the white dark-square bishop will be 
deployed to the long diagonal, after b3 and 
¥b2. 6... ¤f6 7. ¤c3 g6 8. b3 ¥g7 9. ¥b2 
0–0 10. ¥e2 Characteristic "Maroczy bind" 
position! It is interesting that similar struc-
ture may also emerge in case of 1. d4, 1. c4 
or even 1. ¤f3!; 4... ¥d7!? Another way to 
prevent White from playing ¥b5, with the 
idea of preserving queen's central position. 5. 
¥g5!? (5. c4 It is possible to create above 
mentioned pawn structure here, as well. 5... 
¤c6 6. £d2 g6 7. b3 ¥g7 8. ¥b2 ¤f6 9. 
¤c3Õ) ¤c6 6. £d2 h6 7. ¥h4 

7... g5! Very ambitious advance of the 
g-pawn enables quick activation of the black 
dark-square bishop, with the idea of seizing 
the initiative, while battling for control of dark 
squares. 8. ¥g3 ¥g7 9. c3 ¤f6 10. ¥d3Õ

5. £e3!? Modern way of treating this posi-
tion. Main promoters of this idea grandmas-

ANDREY ESIPENKO 2677 – MAXIME VACHIER-LAGRAVE 2784 [B 53]
Wijk aan Zee 2021
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ters Demchenko and Harikrishna. They have 
recently played quite a few games in this line, 
achieving good results.

5. ¥b5!? The most common continuation, 
in which "genuine Sicilian positions" can still 
appear. The idea is to waste no time on the 
queen's retreat and to mobilise all the forc-
es as soon as possible, simultaneously going 
for the opposite castling position. 5... ¥d7 6. 
¥xc6 ¥xc6 7. ¤c3 ¤f6 8. ¥g5 e6 9. 0–0–0 
¥e7 10. ¦he1 0–0 11. ¢b1 £a5 12. £d2 
Threatening ¤d5! 

12... £a6!?Õ Black has mobilised his forc-
es, preparing to play the position with oppo-
site castlings. All he needs to do is to bring 
the king's rook to c8, followed with the pawn 
advance. On the other hand, White usually 
brings his knight from f3 to d4, trying to ad-
vance his kingside pawns towards the posi-
tion of its counterpart. The resulting position 
provides great pleasure to players and even 
greater one to neutral observers, which can 
enjoy entertaining attacks on opposite flanks.

5... ¤f6 6. ¥e2 g6 The most perspective 
method of developing the bishop. 

6... e6!? An absolutely equal possibility. Black 
opts for an elastic pawn structure in the cen-
tre. 7. c4 ¥e7 8. 0–0 0–0 9. ¤c3 b6 The most 
logical method of completing the queenside 
development. 10. ¦d1 £c7 11. b3 ¥b7 12. 
¥b2 ¦ad8 13. ¦ac1 Threatening ¤d5! 13... 
£b8!Õ Typical "hedgehog" position. There 
are some minor differences in comparison 
with the original position. White's queen and 
the knight on f3 are still to find more natural 
placement.

7. 0–0 ¥g7 8. ¦d1 Directed against the d5 
break.

8. h3!? A very common continuation, estab-
lishing control of the g4-point and prevent-
ing access of Black's minor pieces. Otherwise, 
Black would probably play ¥g4, aiming to 
exchange the knight on f3 and to start bat-
tling for control of dark squares. 8... 0–0 9. 
¦d1 ¤d7 10. ¤c3 b6 11. b3 ¥b7 12. ¥b2Õ 
Very interesting strategic position.

8... 0–0 9. ¤c3!? ¥e6!? French grand-
master decided to follow the Sicilian Dragon 
pattern in developing his minor pieces. How-
ever, the position significantly differs from 
the classical Dragon setup, mainly due to the 
placement of the white queen.

9... ¥g4!? A different concept. This bishop is 
ready to be exchanged, giving Black a possi-
bility to form his pawn structure in a some-
what different manner. 10. ¤d5 ¤d7! This 
is the basic difference. Black wants to push 
the white knight away by playing e6. 11. c3 
e6 12. ¤f4 £e7 13. b3 (13. £d3?! ¤c5! 14. 
£xd6 £xd6 15. ¦xd6 ¤xe4) ¦fd8 14. ¥a3 
¤f6Õ White is trying to exert some pres-
sure on the d6-pawn, whereas Black devel-
ops logically, thus achieving a normal position 
with mutual chances.

10. ¤d5! A very important motif in Esipen-
ko's concept. He places his knight in the dom-
inant central position, thus starting to exert 
pressure in this part of the board. Sooner or 
later, Black will have to decide how to deal 
with it. Is he going to exchange it, and if yes, 
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