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Armed with this book’s knowledge, you can enter the tactical jungle of the 6.2g5
Najdorf with both colors with confidence. | wish you great success in this most
exciting of chess variations!

Lukasz Jarmula,
Warsaw, September 2021

Preface

The Najdorf Variation of the Sicilian Defence, named after the great Polish-
Argentine grandmaster, is one of the most popular chess openings at all levels. It
has been championed by many elite players, the three most notable being the
world champions Robert Fischer, Garry Kasparov and Viswanathan Anand. It enjoys
a reputation as a very theoretically sound and uncompromising weapon. The
positions that arise in the Najdorf are among the most complex and double-edged
positions you can get out of any opening, making it a very interesting, but also
demanding choice. The Najdorf has been a part of my repertoire for many years,
bringing me many good results,

This book is an ambitious project. | decided to thoroughly investigate the sharpest
line of the Najdarf Variation, namely 6,ﬁg5, and produce a master repository of
the current state of its theory. The book you hold is the result of many months of
research and analysis. It is one step ahead of the presently established theory,
because | based a lot of my analysis on new correspondence and computer games.
During my work, | discovered many subtle nuances as well as spectacular shots. The
material can be challenging in its complexity, but also rewarding in its beauty.

The book is intended mainly for advanced and expert players. It is surely worth
studying even for very strong grandmasters. In general, the higher your level, the
more benefit you will gain from memorizing the lines from the book. However,
weaker players can also benefit from studying the material and trying to
understand the complex variations. It will certainly improve their tactical intuition.
lincluded a large number of exercises (using critical positions from all the chapters),
in which the reader is required to find the best continuation. | believe the process
of solving these will greatly help the reader not only to memorize the lines, but also
to enhance their tactical and positional skills.

My three most important sources were: Hiarcs 14zb Opening Book, an invaluable
tool which provided a tree of the variations based on high-level correspondence
and computer games; Parimarjan Negi’s 1.e4 vs The Sicilian | — a modern classic
which hardly needs any introduction; and David Vigorito's Playing the Najdorf: A
Practical Repertoire, which is (in my opinion) the best book on the Najdorf to date.
For other sources see the bibliography.



Partl

The Poisoned Pawn
Variation

1.e4 c5 2.3 d6 3.d4 cxd4
4.5\xd4 )6 5.%\¢3 a6
6.8.g5 e6 7.f4 Whe 8.9 d31?

12 The Najdorf £.95 Revisited (Volume 2)

Chapter Guide

1.4 ¢5 2.5)f3 d6 3.d4 cxdd 4.80xd4 (D6 5.%)¢3 a6 6.8.g5 e6 7.f4 Ehe 8, Ed31?
Wbz 9.Eb1 a3 10.f5

3) 10, Ba517 11, 8,02 WeT.ovvvrnrvvreorvesvesmmssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssss 13
b) 10..Wa517 11. £d2 e5 18
c) 10..Was517 11. 8e2 21
d) 10...£e7 11.fxe6 fxe6!? 25
e) 10...£.e7 11.fxe6 freb 12.£.e2 &\c6 30

1) 10... £.e7 11.fxe6 fxe6 12. £e2 Was with 15. 2 g1

£) 10...£.e7 11.fxeb fxeb 12..8.e2 Was with 15.%h3

h) 10...&e7 11.fxe6 fxe6 12. L2 Was With 158517 .cceeureeeerreeercssenreerecessssnnenens 43



Part I. Chapter 1: 8'&d3

1. ed ¢5 2. 13 d6 3. d4 cxdd 4. Sixdd
56 5. %1c3 a6 6. £.g5 €6 7. f4 Whe

Pasition after: 7... &b6

The Poisoned Pawn Variation, which
has the reputation of being the most
bulletproof defence against 6.£2g5.

8. Wdsr

An interesting alternative to the 8. % d2
main line. As we will see, in the main
lines Black doesn't face too many prob-
lems, but White has a promising practi-
cal try in the form of 15.e5!7.

8... Wxb2 9. Eb1 ¥a3 10.15 Fasi?
(see diagram next column)

A very interesting alternative to the
main line. Its lack of popularity is surpri-
sing, because Black doesn't face too ma-

ny theoretical problems.

11. £d2

Part I. Chapter 1: 8.:&d3

Position after: 10... Was1?

A) 11. £xf6 gxf6 12, Wea

Position after: 12. Wca

12... Ld8 [12... #1c61? A good recom-
mendation of Andriasyan. 13. #ixc6
bxc6 14, Wxc6+ Lda 15. £.d3 Ha7 16.
b6+ Wxb6 17. Exb6- Black is slightly
behind in development, but he has the
bishop pair and the good structure.] 13.
fe2 Dd7 14. fxeb Des 15. e7+ Lxe?
16. Wo3 Wes 17. Ed1 £ic6 18, Wea
Wxca 19. fxcd ixda 20. Exda Leb=
White's control over the d5-square off-
sets Black's extra pawn.

B) 11. Wca Pibd71 12. fxeb Wxgs 13.
exf7+ @e7 14. Wee+ Ld8 15. Wes+

15
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Fixe8 16. Die6+ De7 17. fxe8=t+
Exes 18. Fixgs

Position after: 18. &1xg5

B1) 18... ©e5 This is a fully viable al-
ternative. 19. &d5 Ha7 20. &\b6
£.d7 21. 53 fe7 22, DixeS dxeS 23.
duca Bfs 24, Br1 Hxfl+ 25. Exf1
£.c526. De2 ©d8 27. Zwd7 Pxd7E
White has a nominal edge thanks to
their better bishop, but impossi-
ble to exploit it due to opposite-col-
oured bishops.

B2) 18.. Ha7 19. #1d5 &e5 trans-
poses to B1 above.

B3) 18.. #ic5 19. £d5 £e7 20.
e7+ ©d8 21. Fixa8 L.xg5 22. £ib6
fixed

Position after: 22... Fixed

23. Pixc8 [Not 23. £d37 Ld2+ 24,
Pd1 fga+ 25. fle? Hgsl 26, Lxgd
&1c3+27. el £ixb1F when Black Is
simply a pawn up.] 23.. Sxc8 24.
£.d3 Heg 25. fxed Hxed+ 26. Pd1

g k4
Position after: 26. dd1

Now Black has to show some preci-
sion. 26... Edd+27. Be2 Eea+ 28,
2d3 Hed+l 29. dea He2i 30. b3
26! 31. Ebd1 &d7 Black should ta-
ke one pawn back and achieve equal-
ity, e.g. 32. Ehgl b5 33. h3 26 34.
a4 bxad+ 35. Exad Hxc2-

11... Wc7 12. fxe6 fxe6 13. Le2 &6
13... &e7 transposes to the main line.

14. ixcé

Position after: 14. &ixc6
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14... Hxce

14... bxc6? Here Andriasyan missed a
strong resource: 15. e5! dxe5 16. #led!
and White crashes through with a series
of powerful moves. 16.. £.e7 17.
Fixfe+ £Lxf6 18. Sh5+1 g6 19. 0-01 0-0

Position after: 19... 0-0

20. fxg6l hxgé 21. £he! g7 22.
Exfg+ dxfs 23. Ef1+ g8 24. Wxge
Wo6+ 25. Th1 Ea7 26. hat e 27.
Axg? Exg? 28, Wes+ Lh7 29, W8
Wda 30. Wxee e3 31. Wis+ bgs 32.
Bfar Wd1+ 33. hh2 Wde 34. e

Black can't avoid a lost roock endgame.

15.0-0 i1e7 16. €5

Position after: 16. e5

16... Wes+

16... dxe5? 17. Exf6! Axf6 18. £h5+
26 19. S.xgb+ hxgb 20. Wxge+ Ld7 21.
Wints Wes+ 22, doh1 Efg 23, Wgre
He7

Position after: 23... We7

Here instead of Andriasyan's 24.‘3’:(25,
White should rather play 24. ‘Wg31 b5
25. Ed1 @6 26. Bnes W6 27. Weds
Pc7 28. W3- with threats of Hed
and a decisive attack.

17. fle3 Wxes 18. f.d4 Wgs

Position after: 18... Wgs

19. Exfsrz
A challenging exchange sacrifice.

19. a4 b5 20. Hibe £b7 21. Wh3
Ebs

We are way past established theory, so
we should just conclude with a few sam-
ple lines: 22. Eb3 [22. a4 0-0 23. axb5
axb5 24. Wxe6+ 8 25. 23 D.xf3 26.
Exf3 Efes=]22... Wd2 23. .43 Wg5

Position after: 23... Wgs

24. Se2- [24. a4 Wga 25. Wxga Sixga
26. axb5 a5=; 24. c4 b4 25. fc2 Wd2
26. f.d3 Wgs=)

19... £xf6

19... pxf6? 20. ied Wge 21. Lxf6 d5
22. @xe7 Yxed 23. Wa3 Wes [23.
Wye2 24. £g5 Td7 25. We7+ L6 26.
4] 24, Bfl-

20. £xf6

Position after: 20. £xf6
20... Wixfe

20... gxf6? 21. Hed Wes 22. Fixd6+
8 23. Wa31 Andriasyan missed this
winning move. 23... ©2g7 24. Eb3 Efg
25. car Wdd+ 26. D1 Wal+27. D2
Wda+ 28. Te1 Wal+ 29. Td2 Hds+
30. Hd3 HExd3+ 31 2xd3

Pasition after: 31. Sixd3

It turns out that even exchanging the
rooks doesn't fix Black's issues: 31...
W4 32. Wer+ g8 33. c3 Wi+ 34,
D1 1535, Wda+ Lg7 36. D3b6+—with
decisive material gains for White.

21. Bed Hes 22. Hixd6+ Le7



Part I. Chapter 1: 8.:&d3 17

Position after: 29... Wre=

Position after: 22... Black saves himself by means of a
switchback.
White has quite a few tries, but after
each Black has ways to reach safety. 23... Wes+24. oh1bs 25. Wes
23. e

A) 23. Edi b5 24. Wa3 Wxe2 25.
ixcs+ 16 26. Wea+ L6

Position after: 25, Weq

25... bxcd
Position after: 26... g6
25... Ea7isalso possible: 26. $le5 &e8
27. Hel [27. He7+ ©f7 28. Hfl+ 27. £h5+ g6 28. Sxgb+ hxgh 29.
Wxfte 29, Sxfl Gxe7 300 g7+ Wigb+ Dd8 30. Wrer ©c7 31. Wihg
&d6 | 27... Wxel+ 28. Wxel BEhxc8  Wxc2-.
29. Wxe6+ Wg5- White has no way to
utilise Black’s exposed king position. 26. Wxa8 g6 27. Wed &6 28. Lxcad
bg7=
B) 23. %xb7 £.xb7 24. Exb7+ &8 25.
Wd7 Wa1s 26, AF1 W6 27. Wd6+ The complications end in a pretty dry
Lg8 28, fica Wal+ 29. £f1 Wie- and equal position.

Part I. Chapter 1: 8.:&d3 19

14... Wd8! [There is no need to repeat A) 14..b52115. g1
the position with 14... ¥a2.] 15, Dxfe+
Wit 16. ez Wds 17. Hc3 Le7 18
{1d5 b5F White lacks sufficient com-
pensation for the two pawns.

12... a8 13. ga

Sacrificing another pawn in order not to h==y 1
let the flame of the initiative flicker. Position after: 16... gxf6

13... Hixgd 14. d5 17. a4l [17. c4 d5! 18. exdS #1d7 19.
Hc2 ba 20. Sixba Sxbd+ 21, Bxba
£1c5-]17... d5 18. exdS d7 19. axbs
axb5 20. D3+

Pasition after: 14. £d5

Position after: 20, Zic3+
14... Ghd71
White regains the pawn and presser-
This non-obvious choice is the only fully ves the initiative.
satisfactory one.

The Najdorf £.g5 Revisited (Volume 2)

1. ed ¢5 2. 13 d6 3. d4 cxdd 4. &ixdd
516 5. 7c3 a6 6. L.g5 e6 7. f4 b6 8.
Wd312 Yxb29. Ep1 Wa3 10. 5 Wasi?
11. £d2es

12. $ide2!

The best move, and one not mentioned
by Andriasyan.

A) 12. &b371 We?

Position after: 12... 7

Al) 13. £e2 Andriasyan mentions
only 13..b6, but stronger is 13..
2bd7 14. a4 [14. g47! b51F] 14... b6
15. g4 h6 16. ha £b7F White will

20

have a hard time trying to demonstra-
te compensation for the pawn.

A2) 13. g4 h6l [13.. b5 also gives
some advantage, but not as muchl]
14. g5 b4 15. gxf6 bxe3 16. f.xc3 g6
17. a5 WeeT) 14. ha [14. £g2 bS
15. hd transposes] 14... b5 15, g2 ba
16. @)d5 Z2xd5 17. WxdS &c6 18.
a5 £.d7 19. Eixce Excs 20. Wea
a521.¢3 Le7F

Position after: 21... £e7+F

White can take back the pawn; but re-
mains overextended on the kingside,
and can't castle because of the hang-
ing hd-pawn.

B) 12. Bd57 Wxa2 13. Hic3 Was 14,
$d5

Position after: 14. £1dS

The Najdorf £.g5 Revisited (Volume 2)

A2) 15...h5 16. Pec3 £e7 17. Hixe7
Wxe7 18. Wh3 Zf819. ad

Position after: 19. a4t

White has a big initiative for the
pawn.

B) 14.. £e72 15. Hixe?! [15. Lib6?1
1d7116. @B b5 17. a4 &3c5 18. Wh3
h5 19. &g2 £b7 20. axb5 axb5 21. 0-0
£xaB 22. &§ic3 L.c6- Black has great
compensation for the exchange.] 15...
Wxe7 16, Sglt

Position after: 16. Eg1!

B1) 16... Wha+? 17. Eg3 &d7 (17
\c6 18. Lg21 £1d4 19. Hind4 exdd
20. Wixda 0-0 21. Wxde+] 18. Sc31
(see analysis diagram next column)

B1.1) 18... 0-0 19. h3+ Black loses
material.

Position after: 18. fe3!

B1.2) 18... b5 19. Wxd6 £.b7 [19..
#ixh2 20. £d51+— The threat of f6is
irresistible.] 20. Ed11 Eds 21.
Bxb51—

B2) 16... \f6 17. £Lb4+ White takes
back the pawn and has the bishop pair
and is ahead in development.

15. 3 Ba7 16. £1c7+ e717. Lg5+
gte

Position after: 17... Hgf6
Black is ready for ..b5, so White has
nothing better than a repetition of posi-
tion.

18. {1d5+ e8 19. icT4=



Part I. Chapter 1: 8'&d3

21

1. ed ¢5 2. 13 d6 3. d4 cxdd 4. &ixdd
516 5. 7c3 a6 6. L.g5 e6 7. f4 b6 8.
Wd312 Yxb29. Ep1 Wa3 10. 5 Wasi?
11. fe2

Ef © OE

Position after: 11. e2
11... Dbd7?

11... Se7 12. fd2 transposes to 10...
fe711. Re2.

The main alternative is: 11... &)c6 12.
&xc6 bxeb and now:

A) 13.0-0 £e7 14. fe3

Position after: 14, Le3

Part I. Chapter 1: 8.:&d3

A1) 14.. d5 (as given by Andriasyan)
is quite risky because of 15. e5! &\d7
16. fxe6 fxe6 17. £.d21 White sacrifi-
ces another pawn, but gets a huge in-
itiative in return.

Al1) 17.. &wxes 18. Wg3 Wer
19. Padl £d6 [19... K18 20. cdi+)
20. b6 Eb8 21. Hixc8 Exc8 22.
£xa6 Ebg 23. Exbs+ Wxbe 24,
Wxg? Ef825. Ke3+ White has the
bishop pair, the safer king and the
passed a-pawn.

A1.2) 17..%%c718 Hadl

Paosition after: 18. Zladl

Now Black should make a strong
prophylactic move: 18... g6! [18..
Wixes 19. Ebe1 We7 20. Lh5+ g6
21. Wh3 Efs 22. Lga Exf1+ 23.
Exf1 Wes 24. £xe6 Wdd+ 25.
£e3 Wha 26. Wxha &xhd 27. caz
White retains the initiative in the
endgame.| 19. c4 Ef8 20. £c3
D51 21, Eixe5 BxcS+ 22. hi
Ha7n=
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Wgs+ 218 26, Wda+ Lg7 27. Wgs+=)
21... Wixes 22. Rga [22. Whe Wes 23.
c3 Bgs 24. Wxgs fxgs 25. E10-0 26.
&xe6 HeS 27. Exf8+ Exfs 28, £xf8
&xf8= The endgame is drawish, but
Black is more comfortable due to the
powerful knight.] 22... £1d8 23. £.h5+

Pasition after: 23. £h5+

23.. &d7 [Black can also just repeat the
position with 23... £f7.] 24. Whe Wes
25, Wg7+ &cB 26. 3 Wxhs 27, Wxhs
es 28. Wxh7 b5 29. §if3 Fes+ 30.
@h1 Eb7 31. Whe Hcz 32. Wxfe
Wxca=

12...fxe6

13, Wes

A) 13. £d2

A1) 13... &5 is also possible, with
the following lengthy forcing varia-
tion: 14. Wh3 fe7 15. fhs+ Dxhs
16. Wixhs+ g6 17. Whe £.16 18, ds
‘ds 19. Bixfe+ Wxi6 20. I3 Fixes
21. 0-0 g5 22. Wixf6 {xf6 23. &Lixg5s
e7 24. 203 Ef8 25. $ixe6 Wxed
26. Hbel+ &ds 27. fixfe Zf7 28.
Hegb529. £b2 Exf1+30. dxfl bd=
It all ends in an equal opposite-col-
oured bishop endgame.

A2) 13... Wes 14, 13 Wes 15, igs
2e5 16, Wh3 &d7 17. Exb7 Weg
18. Exd7 Wxd7

Position after: 18... Wxd7

A2.1) 19. “xeb ©f7 20. &g5+
g8 21. We3 (21. Wxd7 H\fxd7-]
21.. £e7= The position remains
highly complicated, with White hav-
ing just enough compensation for
the exchange.

A2.2) 18. 0-0 Le7 20. &ixe6 &f7
21, g5+ g8 22. e [22. Wid7
Bfxd7 23. £1dS ElxgS 24. L.xg5 hé
25. Re7 Hes] 22.. &f7 23
Dgh+-

22
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Position after: 22... Ha7l=

After a series of precise moves Black
has stayed in the game, although
White has nice compensation for
the pawn.

A2) 14.. W7 15 Abe Wd7 16.
£.d40-017. 2ad Y7 18. Lbe Wd7
19. &d4

Position after: 19. £.d4

19... Wds [or 19... Fe7, with an im-
mediate repetition.] 20. &b6 Ebs
21. Zixe8 Wxc8 22. Hxb8 WxbB 23.
fxe6 fxeb 24. Wxa6- The position is
completely equal, as Black's better
structure compensates for White's
bishop pair.

B) 13. Sxf6 gxf6 14.0-0 fe7 15. ©h1
h5= White has the initiative for the
pawn, but Black's position is solid.

24

12. fxe6

12.0-0 &5 This is analysed in detail by
Andriasyan and most of his analysis is
correct. [12... 5 13. b3 Wc7 14. a4
2e7 15. #3d2- White plans the typical
&\c4-e3 manoeuvre, and keeps just
enough play for the pawn.] 13. ¥h3
Le7

Position after: 13... B.e7

14, fxe6 [14. E b3? Andriasyan attaches
an exclamation mark to this move,
which | don't understand. After 14...0-0
15. @hi b5F White has absolutely
nothing for the pawn.] 14.. Wc5 15.
We3 fxe6 16. Lxf6 Lxf6 17. Exf6 gxfe
18, a4 We7 19. b6 Ebs 20 Lhs+
aly

Position after: 20... £)f7

21. S8 [21. Whe Wes 22. Wxfe 0-0
23. &5 exd5 24. £xf7+ Exf7 25.

The Najdorf £.g5 Revisited (Volume 2)

B) 13. 0-017 A highly dangerous piece
sacrifice. 13... Wxg5 14. Sixe6 Was 15.
He3

Position after: 15. g3
B1) 15... &e7? 16. fcd!

B1.1) 16... ¥e5? 17, &id5+! &ixdS
[After 17... Exe6 18. Zixf6+ Lixcd
19. £ds Wd7 20. Ef7+ des 21.
Hxg7i+— Black gets killed.] 18.
£xdS h6 19. Bixfg Wes+ 20. Th1
g5 21. hat Ebg

Position after: 21... Ebg

22. H7+1 8f7 23. &go+ Ld8 24.
W31 b5 25. Wre+ ©c7 26. Eb31bd
27.a31a5 28. axb4 axba 29. Wxf7+
£.d7 30. &xh8 Exh8 31. e5! Wda
32. 06 Wat+ 33, ©h2 Wes+ 34, g3
Wed+ 35. g2 Web 36. Wize

B1.2)16... We5 17. Wh3 &Hic5 18.
5 Wixe 19. fxe6 Lxe6 20. e5
2d8 21. exf6

B2) 15... &f7I This counter-intuitive
move is the best. 16. #1f4 [16. fca
Yes 17. B4 g6 18, Hic7+ D7 19.
a6+ L7-] 16... Wes 17. Dcds b5
18. £.hs+ &ixh5 19, {d3+ Dg8 20.
Exfg+ dixfg 21. Wi3+ Hinfe 22.
HixeS Gwes 23. W2 L7 24. BR1
Ees 25. $ixf6 gxf6 26. Wxie+ g8
27. Wgs+ &ha 28. Wier

13... DeS 14. L.xf6 gxf6 15. 0-0 Sg7
16. SLh5+ g6 17. 415 0-0 18. Lxg6
hxg6 19. Fixd6=

Position after: 19. Zixd6—

The position is dynamically balanced. A
possible follow-up is:

19... ‘Ygs5 20. Whe £d7 21. £13 Lc6
22, Hg3 Wes 23. %ica Yhs 24. En3
Wgs 25. Hg3=

With a move repetition.
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1. ed ¢5 2. 13 d6 3. d4 cxdd 4. &ixdd
516 5. Zc3 a6 6. L.g5 e6 7. f4 b6 8.
Wd312 Wxb2 9. Eb1 Wa3 10. 15 fe7

Position after: 10... fe7
11. fxe6

11. 2e2 This continuation fails to im-
press, 11... Was 12. &d2 [12. 0-0 D-0
13. fd2 We7 14. fxeb fxe6 transposes
to 14. 0-0 in the main line.] 12... e5!
[12... W7 13. fxeb fxeb transposes to
the main line, but Black can play f99or
more with 12..e51.] 13. &id5 Hds 14.
Zixe7 Wxe7 15. b3

Position after: 15. £1b3

A) 15... %\c6 16. 34 0-0 17. g4

Part I. Chapter 1: 8.:&d3

Al)Iimportantly, 17... h6? is wrong be-
cause of 18. g5! hxg5 19. &.xg5 d5 20.
c31 Wde [Or 20... dxed 21. Eh3i+
with a strong attack after ggl.] 21
d21+

Position after: 21. #1d21+

White is ready for 2 g1 and g3 with
a powerful attack.

A2) 17.. ‘\d4l Counterattacking in
the centre. 18. £xd4 [The point is 18.
g57 Dixedl 19. 16 Wc7F.) 18... exdd
19. 0-0 ixed 20. Wxdd Hixd2 21.
Wd2 Wes 22. £13

Position after: 22. £f3
22... Eb8 White has to be mare pre-

cise to keep equality here: [It is less
strong to force matters with 22... hS
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game. | find this surprising, because the
move is fully playable!

12, Exb7 Wies

Position after: 12... c5
13. fe3

13. 41d5 £xdS 14. exd5 h6! The point is
to have the ... ¥a5+ not allowing £.d2.
15. We3 Was+ 16. &d1 0-0 17. &)f5
ixds 18, Dwxe?+ Lixe7 19. Wxe7
Wxgs 20. Wxg5 hxg5= White's activity
is enough to compensate for the pawn,
but that s all.

13... 8 14. Exe7+! Lixe? 15. d5+!
£xd5 16. 5+

Pasition after: 16, £1f5+

Two king retreats are playable now.
16... d7

16... 8 17. exd5 £bd7 18. Wa3 We7
19. £4d3

A) 19... Pixd5 20. R.dd He8+ 21. d2

Position after: 21. &2d2

21... e5! [After 21... §)7f6? 22. Ebl
g8 23. Wxab h5 24. ad+ White has
massive play for the exchange.] 22.
He1f623. &ixd6 Ee7

A1) 24. fixe5 HxeS!

There is no dangerous discovered
check. 25. Exes [25. bl Heg! 26.
Eb7 Yxds 27. Wxde+ Exde 28.
Ebg+ &f7 29. Hxhe-] 25... fxe5 26.
L.c4 Wbt 27. Lxds Wdd+ 28. dc1
Wa1+29. d2 Ydd+-
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23. 6 hxgd 24. fxg7 Hes 25, £d5 Ab3 £c2 32. Le6 Hes 33 Hers
£.e626. £xb7 Habg 27. Whe Wixg7 Pfs-.

28. Wxg7+ hxg? 29. Lxab-] 23.

£.d5 £d7 24. c41 £.0625. f61 £xd5 C€) 15... 0-0 A simple way to achieve a
26. Ebe1l Sleq 27. Ef5 £xfS 28.  slight edge. 16. fba [After 16. ga?!
Exe5 dxe5 29. gxf5 gxf6 30. Whe=  Black has a nice tactical retort: 16...
when Black's king is too exposed to b5 with the idea 17. g5? &xed1 18. f6
possible perpetuals for Black to be c7—] 16.. Eds 17. Ed1 b6 18.
better. Lxde Wes 19. We3d £b7 20. £13 a5

21.0-0h6 22.c4 Dbd7F

Position after: 30. Whe- ENES
Position after: 22... Zbd?F

B) 15... %bd7 16. g4 h6 17. i.ba &c5  Black has a better structure, and Whi-
18. %wxe5 dxcs 19. £a5 Wd7 20. te's bishop-pair is not much use.
Wxd7+ &xd7 21. Exb7 0-0 22. Ec7

Efc8 23. hd S.c6=

Position after: 23... f.c6= =Y = & :
Position after 11.fxe6

In Trofimov — Leeman, email 2018 a

draw was agreed. A possible continua-  11... £.xe61?

tion is 24. Eh3 fixed 25. He3 fxc2

26. Hxe5 c4 27. &xc4 Exc7 28. £xc7  According to my databases, this game
Gixga 29. o7 £xi5 30. Exf7 £1e331.  was played only in one correspondence
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A2) 24. N5 £ixd3 25. Hixe7 Bixe7  17. exdS Wb7
26. Lxd3 ©f7 27. Wxab fifs 28.
Wea+ Wxear 29. Dxcs Bag-

Black takes back the pawn, reaching ~ 18. {Le2

an equal endgame.

18. c4 This is potentially dangerous un-
less Black plays the exchange counter-
sacrifice: 18... He8119. £le2 Hxe31 20.
Sixed Wha+ 21, Wd2 Wxd2+22. xd2
%c7- Black is on the more pleasant side
of equality thanks to their dark-square
supremacy.

B) 19.. HeR20.0-0 Exe3t

18... Exd5 19. $ixg7 Exd3 20. Gxd3

Position after: 20... Exe3!

Removing the powerful dark-squared
bishop. 21. &xe3 Wbe 22. Eel gb 23.
Yixa6 Wha 24. b1 Wras 25. dg1
31

Paosition after: 20. Sixd3

Now Black has two options to simplify
the position and an option to keep
things unclear.




